	[image: image1.png]



	Sarnia Marine Insurance Services Ltd.
Libra Tower, Ground Floor, 23 Olympion Street, P.O. Box 53494, CY-3303 Limassol, CYPRUS

Tel. (00357) 25871558 (4 lines),               Telefax (00357) 25748839

E-Mail Address: sarnia@sarniamarine.com


EMAIL MESSAGE

 “SARNIA NEWS” CIRCULAR

Re: COMPLIANCE WITH STCW 95 – Deadline 31.7.2002

You will no doubt be aware that as from 1st February, 2002 every Master and Officer must hold a valid Certificate complying with the regulations of STCW 95 (Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers) and endorsement issued by the flag state.  However, it became apparent in February that many seafarers had still not obtained the necessary documentation.  IMO therefore asked Port State Control officers to refrain from detaining vessels who had on board Masters and Officers who had not met the deadline.

What this meant in practice was that a six month amnesty or extension was granted.  However, all the indications are that there will be no further periods of grace.  As from 31st July, 2002 Port State Control inspectors will be examining the certificates of Masters and Officers and if they do not comply with the requirements of STCW 95 then the ship is likely to be detained.

The Paris MOU publishes a list on its webstite (www.parismou.org) of all vessels inspected after 1st February, 2002 where it has been found that the Master or Officers did not possess the required documentation in accordance with STCW 95.  Letters of Warning have been issued in respect of each of these vessels, and such vessels will be targeted for a priority inspection when returning to a Paris MOU port after 31st July, 2002.

This circular is sent so that you ensure that all the requirements of STCW 95 are complied with before the end of the grace period on 31st July, 2002, in order to avoid potential Port State Control detention after this date.
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